
 Vande Mataram Out Loud Contest  
Tips on Reciting 

Evaluation Criteria: 

 Physical Presence 

 Voice and Articulation 

 Dramatic Appropriateness 

 Evidence of Understanding 

 Overall Performance 

 Accuracy 

 
PHYSICAL PRESENCE 

Body language, and poise.  

 

Tips: 

 Present yourself well and be attentive. Use good posture. Be confident and make a direct connection with the audience.  

 Nervous gestures, poor eye contact with the audience, and lack of poise or confidence will detract from your score. 

 Relax and be natural. Enjoy your song—the judges will notice.  

 
VOICE AND ARTICULATION 

Volume, pace, rhythm, intonation, and proper pronunciation.  

 

Tips: 

 Proceed at a fitting and natural pace. Avoid nervously rushing through the song. Do not speak so slowly that the 

language sounds unnatural or awkward or to create a false sense of drama. 

 Make sure you know how to pronounce every word in the song. Articulate. 

 Line breaks are a defining feature of any poetry. Decide whether a break requires a pause and, if so, how long to pause. 

 
DRAMATIC APPROPRIATENESS 

A strong performance will rely on a powerful internalization of the song rather than distracting dramatic gestures. You 

represent the song’s voice, not a character’s. You must enhance the understanding and enjoyment of the song without 

overshadowing the language.  

Tips: 

 Do not act out each word of the song. Movement or accents must not detract from the song’s voice. 

 Depending on the song, occasional gestures may be appropriate, but the line between appropriate and overdone is a thin 

one. When uncertain, leave them out. 

 Avoid monotone delivery. However, too much enthusiasm can make your performance seem insincere. 

 
EVIDENCE OF UNDERSTANDING 

The writer’s words in the song should take precedence, and you should be able to voice them in a way that helps the audience to 

understand the song better. To do this, you must effectively use intonation, emphasis, tone, and style of delivery.  

 

Tips: 

 You must understand the song fully. Be attentive to the message, meanings, allusions, and other nuances in the song. 

 Be sure you know the meaning of every word and line in your song.  

 
OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

This category is to evaluate the degree to which the recitation has become more than the sum of its parts.  

 Did you bring the audience to a better understanding of the song?  

 Did your physical presence, voice and articulation, and dramatic appropriateness all seem on target and unified to 

breathe life into the song?  

 Did you understand and show mastery of the art of recitation?  

 
ACCURACY 

Marks will be deducted for missed or incorrect words during the recitation.  
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